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B/ an Admirer of the Doctor's great os 
Learning and Ability, | "IF 


|] As certain alſo of your own Poets bave ſaid, 


Scheme of Plea, 


For and 2gainft the 


The late Learned and Reverend 
Dr. Fer. Taylor, ſometime Biſhop 
of Down and Connor. 

To which is added, 
Several Quotations from other Learned 


P ADO-BAPTISTS, 


Relating to the Mode of Baptiſm, as: 
practiſed in the firſt Ages of Chriſtia- 


nity,with ſome few Remarks on each _— 
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Acts xvii. 28. 
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To the READER. 


Know not that any Age, hath been ſo 

happy, ſince Sin enter d the World, as 

univerſally to profeſs and praſtiſe the 
cleareſt Truths of God, without Efforts made 
by ſome, to incumber the ſame. And by ad- 
vanc ing their own Inventions, render thoſe 
commands ineſfectual, wherein the Duty of the 
Reaſonable Creature, in the Worſhip of Cod, is 
preſcrib'd. 

And ſo powerſul is Error, when the Great 
and Wiſe Men of the World, turn Advocates 
for it, as to obtain with moſt, like a Flood care 
hing all before ii: Very few compara:;vely, 
bearing up againſt the Rupie ty and Violeuce of 
the Stream. But it is certain, Truth and Er- 
ror change not, what Nreſs ſeever they are 
preſented to us in, or whoſoever juſtiſies, or 
condemns, ſtill Truth is Truth, and Error is 
Error, and under al Accidents they will be ſo 
m thei” own Nature, and in the Account of 
God, who cannot err in Fudg ment. 

Amorgit the many Reaſons, that might be 
aſſgn d jor the Publiſhing of this Collection; 
Toe (endeavouring at leaſt the) Removal of 
thoſe groundleſs Prejudices gui rhe Opi- 
nions, and Practice e Baptiſts, may be 
One ;, The Prepoſſ. [ſions whereof, in many, will 
not admit the lea Reg ad, to what may be of- 
ſer d from Scripture, or .rgu'd (tho after the 
mit calm and ſober manner) for the ſame : 

3 When 


PREFACE. 


When at the ſame time, we may reaſonably ex- 
pet, ſuch Perſons will attend to, and delibe- 
rate upon, what may be ſaid, or at leaſt what 
is acknowledg'd might be ſaid in favour of the 
Baptiſts by Aſen of the greateſt Note, for Vir- 
tue, Learning, and Office, in the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church. 

The Removal alſo of thoſe groundleſ; 
Troubles, ſo often invading the Minds of 
thoſe, whoſe Children before they have been 
baptiz'd, are remov'd Death ; without 
Conſidering, that it is not the Want, but 
Contempt of Ordinances, that incurs Guilt : 
And if fo, deceas'd Infants, in this Reſpelt 
can be no ways Culpable : And that ſurvi- 
ving Relatives, may not Needleſly (not to 
ſay Sinfully) charge themſelves with the Ne- 
left of that; the deferring whereof, for ſome 
Time is their Duty, is alſo anther Deſign of 
this Treatiſe. 

And that all is done with the utmoſt Can- 
dor, void of all Deſign and Intere#t, ſave the 
detecting of thoſe Errors, ſo deſtructive to 
the very Eſſence of Baptiſm; As alſo, that 
Truth may be evidencd;, in both which, tht 
Glory of God, and Good of precious 
Souls, are ſo nearly concern d, may be eaſi) 
ob ſer vd, by ell wio impartiallj read, and 
conſider the ſame. 

Farewel. 
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H E ſeveral Occa ſions that have occur'd 
from many, very ignorant of the Ordi- 

nances of Chriſt; on which Account 

they are to be pity'd ; and the Super- 
ſition of others, zealous in obſerving the Tradi- 
tions of their Elders, hath put me on projecting 
ſome Method, whereby the former might be better 
injorm'd ; and the latter perſwaded more impartial- 
ly to conſider the Nature of Things. And I could 
not think of proſecuting a Medium, more Vſeful, 
and leſs Offen ve, than this 1 have choſen, which 
is, the ſetting in your View, what your own very 
valuable Prelates and Doctors, reſpecting both the 
Subject and Mode of Baptiſm have ſaid; And if 
their Confeſſions are of no Authority with you, 
I know not what will prevail: But ſuppoſing your 
Caſe not deſperate, I ſhall firſt preſent you at 
large, with what the Reverend and Learned Dr. 


Jere- 


8 AScheme of Plea, for and againſt 


Feremi ab Taylor bath offer'd, for and againft uf nt 
Baptiſm, as you may find it in his Liberty of Pro- 
pheſying, Sed. 18. Page 301. 2d Edition, printed 
1702. 
l The Doctor proceeds. In the Auabap- 
Numb. 1. tiſts, I coufider only their two capital 
Opinioas 3 the one agaioft the Bapriſm 
of Infants, the other againſt Magiſtracy : And be- 
caule they proquce different Judgments, and va- 
rious Effects, all their other Fancies, which * ya 
as the Moon docs, may ftand or fall in their Pro- 
portion and Likene(s to t eſc. 
And firſt 1 conſider their denying 
Numb. 2, Bapti/m to Infants 3 altho' it be a Do- 
| ctrige juſtly condemned by the moſt 
Sorts of Chriſtians, upon great Grounds of Rea- 
ſon, yet p-ſ[hbly their Detcnce may be fo great, 
as to take of much, and rebate the Edge ot their 
Adverſaries Aſſault. It will be neither unpleaſant 
nor unprofitable to draw a ſhort Scheme of Plea tor 
each Party, the Reſult of which poſſibly may be, 
that tho* they be deceived, yet they have ſo great 
Excuſe on their ſide, that their Error is not im- 
pudent or vincible, The Baptiſm of Infants reſts 
wholly upon this Diſcourſe. 
When GOD made a Covenant with 
ſumb. 3. Abraham for himiclt and his Poftericy, 
into which the Gemiles were reckoned 
by Spiritual Adoption, he did for the preſent con- 
fign that Covenant with the Sacrament of Circum- 
cinnon. The Extent of which Rite, was to al! hig 
Family, from the Major domo, to the Profilyrus 4:m:. 


— 


* If the Reader will peruſe 4 Confeſſion of Faith 
put forth by theſe People, and afterward referr'd 10 in 
the Margin, it will appear this variableneſs lay only in 
the Doctor's Imagination. 
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ilio, and to Infunts of eight Days old, Now the 
vety Nature of this Covenant being a Covenant 
of Faith for its Formality, and with all faithful 
People for the Obje& 3 and Circumcitiion bring a 
Scal of this Covenant, if ever any Rite do ſuper- 
rene to conſign the ſame Cove nanꝰ, that Rite mutt 
acknewiedge Circumciſoa for its Type and Prece- 
dent. And this the Apoſtle tells us ir expreſs 
Doctrine. Now the nature of Types, is to give 
ſome Proportions to its Succeſſor the Antitype, 
and they both b-ing Seals of the ſame Righteouſ- 
neſs of Faith, it will not eafily be found where 
theſe two Seals have any ſuch Diſtinction in their 
Nature or Purpoſes, as to appertain to Perſons of 
diftcring Capacity, and not <qually concern all, 
and this Argumegt was thought of ſo much Force 
by ſome ol thoſe Excellent Men which were Bi- 
ſhops in the Primitive Church, that a good Biſhop 
vritan Epiſtle to St. Cypriay, to know of him whe- 
ther or no it were lawtul to baptize Infants before 
the eighth Day, becaule the Type of Baptiſm was 
miniſtred in that Circumciſion, he in his Diſcourſe 
ſuppoſing that the firſt Rite was a Direction to the 
ſecoad, which prevailed with him fo far as to oc- 
lere it to limit every Circumſtance, 
And nat only this Type, but the 
Act, of Chriſt which were previous to Numb. 4. 
the Inſliturion of Bapii/n, did prepare 
cur Uaderſtanding by ſuch Emp. <fics 4+ were ſuffi- 
cht to produce ſuch Perſwation 1H us, that Chrift 
intended this Miniftry for the acturl Advantage of 
lifts as well as of Perſons of Underſtan:'ing. 
Foc Chiift commanded that Ch.liren ſhould be 
brought unto him, he took them in his Arms, he 
Lnpoſed Hands on them and bleſfed them, and 
v1thout que ſt on did by ſuch Acts of Favour con- 
ben his Love to them, and them to a Capacity of 
24 sterne Participation of it. And p.thbly * 
n- 
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Invitation which Chriſt made to all to come to 
him, all them that are heavy laden, did in its Pro- 
_ concern Infants as much as others, if they 
e guilty of original Sin, and if that Sin be a Bur- 
then, and preſſes them to any Spiritual Danger or 
Inconvenience. And it is all the Reaſon of the 

World, that ſince the Grace of Chrift is as lar 
as the Prevatication of Alam, all they who are 
made gui'ty by the firſt Adam, ſhould be cleanſed 
by the scond. But as they ar- guilty by another 
Man's Att. 'o t'.ey ſhould be brought to the Font, 
to be purif:'d by others, there being the ſame 
Proport.cn of Reaſon, that by her Ads, they 
ſhould b- relic vc4 who weir in danger of periſh- 
ing by the Act of ofbers, And th refoie St. Au- 
ſtim argues etc*llently to this Pu:- 
Ser m. 10. de © Arcommodat illis mater Eceleſta 
verb. Apoſt. ali um ed., ut veniaxt 4 alicrum cor, 
ut credant; airorum lingaam, ut fate- 
antur : Ut quoniam quod ægri ſuit, alio peccante pra 
gravantur, ſic cum ſuni fiant alio con- 
Reſp. ad Or- fitente ſalventur. And Fuſtin Mar- 
thodoxus. thr, aZisy]au 5 74 od Tv bamioual® 
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But whether they have original Sin 
Numb. 5. or no, yet take them in puris naturali- 
bus, they cannot go to GOD, or at- 
tain to Eternity; to which they were intended in 
their ficſt Being and Creation, and therefore much 
leſs ſince, their Naturals are impair'd by the Curſe 
on humane Nature, procur'd by Adam's Prevarica- 
tion. And if a natural Agent cannot in purts na. 
turalibus attain to Heaven, which is a ſupernatural 


End, much leſs when it is loaden with accidental 


and grie vous Impediments. Now then fince the 
only way revealed to us of acquiring Heaven is 
by Jeſus Chriſt; and the ficſt Inlet into — 

nity, 
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gity, and Acceſs to him is by Bap:iſm, as appears 
by the perpetual Analogy of the New Teſtament, 
either Infants are not P-rſoas capable of that End 
which is the Perfection of humane Nature, and 
to which the Soul of Man in its being made im- 
mortal was Efſ-ncially deſign'd, and ſo are miſera- 
ble and deficient from the very End of Humanity, 
if they die, before the Uſe of Reaſon; or elſe 
they muſt be brought to Chriſt by the Church 
Doors, that is by the Font and Waters of Bap- 
tim. 

And in Reaſon, it ſeems more preg- 
nant and plauſible, that Infants rather Numb. 6. 
than Men of Underſtanding ſhould be 
baptized ; For ſince the Efficacy ot the Sacraments 
dep:nds upon Divine Inftitution and immediate 
Benediction, and that they produce their Effects 
independently upon Man, in them that do not 
hinder their Operation; fince Infants cannot by 
any Aﬀ of their own promote the Hope of their 
own Salvation, which Men of Reaſon and Choice 
may, by Acts of Vertue and Election; it is more 
agreeable to the Goodneſs of GOD, the Honour 
and Excellency of the Sacrament, and the Nece ſ- 
ficy of its Inſtitution, that it ſhould in Infants ſup- 
ply the want of humane Acts and free Obedience. 
Which the very thing itſelf ſeems to ſay it does, 
becauſe its Effect is from GOD, and requires no- 
thing on Man's Part, but that its Efficacy be not 
hindred : And then in Infants, the Diſpoſition is 
equal, and the Neceſſity more; they cannot ponere 
obicem, and by the ſame Reaſon cannot do others 
Ads, which without the Sacraments do advantage 
us towards our Hopes of Heaven, and therefore 
have more need to be ſupply'd by an Ad, and an 
Inftitution Divine and Supernatural. 
_ And this is not only neceſſary in re- Numb. 7. 
igect of the Condition of fn, in Ca- 


pacity, 
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pacity, to do Acts of Grace, but alſo in Ob. 
dience to Divine Precept. For Chriſt made 3 
Law, whole Sanction is with an excluſive Negz— 
tive to them that are not baptized, [ Unl:/s a Man 
be born of Water and of the Spirit, be ſh! not enter 
into the Kinglom of Heaven; ] If then farts have 
a Capacity of being Co-heirs with Chrift in the 
Kingdom of his Father, as Chriſt athms they 
have, by ſaying [_ for of ſuch it the Kingdom of He x- 
ven] then there is a Neceſlity that they ſhould 
be brought to Biotiſm, there being an abſolute 
Excluſion of all Perſuns unbaptized, and all Per- 
ſons not Spiritual from the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. 
But indeed, it is a Deſtruction of all 
Numb. 8. the Hopes and Happineſs of Ifants, 1 
denying ro them an Ex mption from 
the final Condition of B-afts and tſcctiles, or elſe 
a defigning of them to a worſe Miicry, to ſay that 
GOD hach not appointed ſome exterual or inter- 
nal Means of bringing them to an eternal Happ:- 
neſs; Internal thzy have none; tor Grecz bring 
an Improvement, and heightaing the Faculties ot 
Nature, in order to a heighthen'd and ſupernatu— 
ral E.id, Grace hath no Infi ience or Efficacy upon 
their Faculties, who can do no natural Acts of Un- 
deritanding: And it there be no external Means, 
then thcy are deſtitute of all Hopes, and Poſhbili- 
ties of Silyatcion. 
But Thanks bz to GOD, he hath 
Num3, 9. provided better, and told us according- 
ly, for he hath made a Promiſe of the 
Holy C oft to Infants as well as to Men: The Pro- 
mr/':, male to you and to your Children, (aid St. Pe- 
ter, the Promiſe of the Father, the Promiſe that be 
woul 4 | ehe Holy fh: Now if you ask how this 
Pruini aal be convey? e to cur Children, we have 
an Exyrcl, out of the tame Sei mon of St. Peter, Be 


ba- 
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ed, and ye hall receive the 
Gift of the Holy G bot; So that Ads 2. 38, 39. 
therefore becauſe the holy G::oft 
is promiſed, and Baptiim 15 the mears of receiving 
the Promiſe, therefore Baptiim pe rtains to them, 
to whom the Promiſ which is the Effect of Ba p- 
tilm does appertain. And that we may not think 
this Argument is fallible, or of humane Collection, 
obſerve that it is the Argument of the ſame A po- 
file in expreſs Terms ; For in the caſe of Corne- 
lius and his Family, he juſtified his Proceeding by 
this very Medium, Sball we deny Baptiſm to them 
who have received the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt as well 
as we? Which Diſcourie if it be reduced to form 
of Argument ſays this; They that are capable of 
the ſame Grace are receptive of the ſame Sign; 
but then (to make the Syllogiſm up with an Al- 
ſumption proper to our preſent Purpoſe) Iyfants 
are capable of the ſame Grace, that is of che Ho- 
ly Ghoſt (for the Promiſe is made to our Chil- 
dren as well as to us, and St. Pzul ſays the Chil- 
dren of believing Parents are holy, and there- 
fore have the Holy Ghoft, who is the Fountain of 
Holineſs and Sanctification) there fore they are to 
receive the Sign and the Seal of it; that is, the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm. 
And indeed, fince GOD entred into 

a Covenant with the Fews, which did Numb. 18 
alſo actually involve their Children, 
and gaye them a Sign to eftabliſh the Covenant, 
and its appendant Promiſe, either GOD does not 
10 much loye the Church as he did the Synagogue, 
and the Mercies of the Goſpel are more reftrain'd, 
than the Mercies of the Law, GOD having made 
a Covenant with the Infants of Iſrael, and none 
with the Children of Chriftian Parents; or if he 
ath, yet we want the Comfort of its Configna- 
tion ; and unleſs our 3 are to be ren, 
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and ſo int itled to the Promiſes of the New Carve. 
nant, as the Fewiſp Babes were by Circumcifior, 
this Mercy which appertains to farts is ſo ſecret 
and undeclared and unconſigned, that we want 
much of that Mercy and outward Teſtimony which 
gare them Comfort and Afſrance. 
And in Proportion to theſe Pre- 
Numb, 11. Cep:s and Revelations was the Pra- 
ctice Apoſtolical ; For they (to whom 
Chriſt gave in Precept to make Diſciples in all Na- 
rions baptizing them, and knew that Nations with- 
out Children never were; and that therefore they 
were paſhvely concerned in that Commiſſion) bap- 
tized whole Families, particularly that of Stepha- 
nus, and divers others, in which it is more than 
probable there were ſome Minors, if not ſucking 
Babes. And this Practice did deſcend upon the 
Church in after Ages by Tradition Apoſtolical ; 
Of this we have ſufficient Teſti- 
In Rom. 6. meny from Origen, Pro hoc Eccleſiz 
tom. 2. pag. ab Apoſtolis traditionem accepit, etiam 
543. parvulis baptiſ mum dare: And St. 
Auſtin, Hoc Eccleſia a majorum fide 
Serm. to. de percepit : And generally all Writers 
verb. Apoſt. (as Calvin ſays) affirm the ſame 
c. 2. thing: For nullus eſt Kriptor tam 
vetuſtus, qui non e jus originem ad 
4. Iaſtit. cap. Apoſtolorum ſæculvrum pro certo reſe- 
16, ic. 8. rat. From hence the Concluſion 
is, that Infants ought to be baptiz'd, 
that it is ſimply neceſſary, that they who deny it 
are Hereticks, and ſuch are not to be endured, be- 
ciuſe they deny to Infants Hopes, and take away 
the Poſſibility of their Salvation, which is reveal'd 
to us on no other Condition of which they are ca- 
pable but Baptiſm. For by the Inſinuation of the 
Type, by the Action of Chriſt, by the Title . 
Jans have to Heaven, by the Precept of the me 
Pets 
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pl, by the Energy of the Promiſe, by the Rea- 
tn; lg cls of che Thing, hy the infinite Nec: “ 
iy on ue Infent's Part, by the Practice Apoſtohi- 
cal, ir Traditios, and the univerſzI Practice 
of the Church; by ail theſe GOD and good Peco- 
ple prociaim the Lawtuaeſs, the Cunveniency, 
ani the Neceſſity of infants Ezti!m. 

Ius far the Doctor bas proceeded ia Defer.c- 
of In ent Baptiſm. And Fere obicrve, he brings in 
tholc whom he commonly, tho? falſly calls Ana- 
bariiifs, Anſwering, which pizale to confider. 

To ali this, the Arezantift gives a 
ſot nod gentle Aalser, nat ic is 2 Numb. 12. 
Non Aarai gue, which upon ftr ict 
Exan:;. 4 ion v come to nothing, that it pre 
tenus fairl;, an! 1gniftes little; That ſome of neic 
Allegitions ate falſe, ſome impeitinent, and all 
the r= inſufficient, 

For the Arg; ment from Circumci- 
fon is invali4 upon infinite Conſidera- Numb. 13. 
tio:s3 Fig. 1cs I Types : ove no- 
thing, unlaſs a- on, mandment go along with them, 
or e «© exprets to Ngrify ſuch iv be thor Pur- 
pſ-; For the D ivg.- (7 ers and the ark of 
Noab were a Figures of B beim ſaid Fett:; aud if 
therefore the C.icumiiances of ont the ul4 be 
drawn to ti: other, us ſhould make apt ta 
P.oiigy fOobir than a Kite: The Paſchal Lamb 
was a Type of the Euchariſt, which ieceneds ne 
other, as B:ptiſm dous fo Circumciſion 5 but ne- 
cauſe there s the Manducation o the Paicaal 
Lamb, ro Piclciiption of Swramental Driak, 
ſhall ve thence conclude that the Euchariſt is to 
be minificed hut in ore Kind? And even in the 
very Infta«:c2 or this Argument, ſuppoſing a Cor- 
reſpon«4:ace of Analogy vetween Circumciſion and 
Baptiſm, yet t! cre is no Correſpondence of Iden- 
ity; Foral:tc' it vere granted that both of them 

— dil 
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did coniign the Covenant of Faith, yet there i; 
nothing in the Circumſtance of Children's bein 
circumciied that ſo concerns that Myſtery, by 
that it might very well be given to Chileter, and 
yet Baptiſm only to Men ot Reaſon ; he cauſe Cir- 
cumciſion lett a Charatter in the Fleſh, which be- 
ing imprinted vpon Infants, did its Work to them 
when they came to Age; and fuch a Charadter 
was neceſſary, becauſe there was no Word added 
to the S. gu; hat Baptilm imprints nothing that 
remains on the Body, end if it leaves a Character 
at all it is upon the Sou, to which aifo the Word 
is added, wiich is as much a Part of the Sacra- 
ment as the Sign iciclf is; for both which Res- 
ſons, it is requitite that the Perions baptized ſhould 
be capable of Reaſor, that they may be capable 
both of the Word uf the Sacrament, and the Im- 
preſs made upon the Spirit 3 Since therefore the 
Reaſon ot this Parity dogs wholly fail, there is 
nothi.g 1-fr to infer a Neceſſity of complying in 
this Ci:cumftance of Age, any more than is the 
other annexes of the Type; And rhe Cale is clear 
in the Biſhop's Queſtiva to G- 
L. 3. Epiſt. 8. prian, for why (ſhall not Infants 
ad Fidum, be baptized juſt upoa the eigath 
- Day, as well as circumcited? If 
the Correſpondence of the Rites be an Argument 
to infer one Circumſtance, which is impertinert 
and accidental to the Mi fſterionſnch: of che Rite, 
why ſhall it rot infer all? Ard then alſo Females 
muft not be baptized, becau'e they were not cit- 
cumciſed; But ic were more proper it we woul! 
un: crſtand it right, to proſecute the Analogy from 
the Type to the Anti- ype, by way of Letter and 
Spirit, and Significatiun, ard as Circumcition f- 
gures Baptiſm, [+ alto the Aupntts of th Circum- 
Ccition ſhall ſignify ſomething Spiritual, in the ad- 
herencies of Baptiſmz Aud therctore as Jufern 
. were 
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were circumciſed, ſo Spiritual Þfants ſhall be bap- 
tized, which is Spiritual Circumcition ;z for there- 
tre Babes had the Miniftry of the Type, to ſig- 
nify that we muſt when we give our Names to 
Chriſt, become vim e wornets Children in Ma- 
licez ¶ For unleſs you become like one of theſe lit- 
tle ones, you cannot enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
vey, ] laid our Ble ſſed Saviour, and then the Type 
is made compleat. And this ſeems to have been 
the Senſe of the Primitive Church; for in the 
Age next to the Apoſtles, they gave to all bap- 
tized Perſons Milk and Honey, to repreſent to 
them their Duty, that tho” in Age and Under- 
ſtanding they were Men, yet they were Babes in 
Chriſt, and Child cen in Malice. But to infer the 
Senſe of the Pædo- bapti ſis, is fo weak a manner ot 
arguiog, that Auſtin, whoſe Device it was (and 


Men uſe to be in love with their own Fancies) ac 


tue moſt pretended it but as prubable, and a mcer 
Conjecture. 

And as ill Succeſs will they have 
with the other Arguments as wich Nums, 14. 
this; For from the Action of Chriſt's 
Blclhng Infants, to infer that they are to be bap- 
tized, proves nothing ſo much as that there is great 
want of better Arguments; The Concluſion would 
de with more Probability derived thus; Chriſt 
bleſſed Children and io diſmiſſed them, but bap- 
tized them not; therefore Infants are not to be 
baptized: But let this be as weak as its Enemy, 
Jet that Chriſt cid 1 Baptize them, is an Argu- 
ment ſuſficieat tha: Chriſt hath other ways of bring- 
ing them to Heaven than by Baptiſm, he pafſed 
his At of Grace upon them by Ec nediction, and 
Impolition of Hands. 

And therefore, altho' neither If nts 
nor any Man in puris naturalibus can Numb. 15. 
altain to a ſupernatural End without - 

B 2 the 
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the addition of ſome [nftrument or Means of 
GOD's appointing ordinarily and regularly, yet 
where GOD hath not appointed a Rule nor an 
Order, as in the Caſe of Infants we contend he 
hath not, the Argument is invalid. And as we 
are ſure that GOD hath not commanded Infants to 
be baptized; ſo we are ſure GOD will do them 
2—— nor Damn them for what they cannot 
elp. 
And therefore, let them be prefſcd 
Numb. 16. with all the Inconveniences that are 
conſequent to original Sin, yet eithet 
i: will not be la d to the Charge of /fants, ſoas 
to be fufficieat to condemn them; or if it could, 
yet the Mercy and abſolute Goodneſs of GOD 
will lecure them, if he takes them away before 
they can glority him with a fiee Obedience; 
Cuid ergo feſtinat innocens ætas ad remiſſionem pecca- 
torum, was the Queſtion of Tertullian, (Lib. de Bapt.) 
he knew no ſuch Danger from their original Guilt 
as to drive them to a Laver, of which in that Age 
of Innocence they had no need, as he conceived. 
And therefore, there js no nec-fſfity of flying to 
the Help of others, for Tongue, and Heart, and 
Faith, and Prediſpoſitions to Baptiſm z for what 
need all this ſtir? As Infants without thei: own 
Conſent, without any act of their own, and with- 
ont any exteriour Solennity contracted th. Guilt et 
Adam's Sin, and fo are hable to all the Por iſſ ment 
which can with Juſtice deſcend upon his Puſtcrity, 
who are Perionally Innocent; io Mfants ſhall be 
reſtored without any Solennity or Act of their 
owr, or of any other M.n tor them, by the ſecond 
Adam, by the Redemption of Jeſus Chriſt, by h 
Rightecu.e's and Mcrcics apply'd either immed- 
_ ately, or hon, or when he ſhall be pleaſed to ap” 
voint. And !o St. Auſtin's Argument will come to 
nothing without any nesd of Godfathers, 3 — 
ai 
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Faith of any Body elſe. And it is too narrow a 
Conception of GOD Almighty, becauſe he hath 
ty'd us to the Oblervation of the Ceremonies of 
his own Inſtitution, that therefore he hath ty'd 
himſelf to it. Many thouſand ways there are by 
which GOD can bring ary reaſonable Soul to him- 
ſelf ; But nothing is more unreaſonable, than be- 
cauſe he hath ty'd all Men of Mats ard Dif 
cretion to this Way, therefore we of our own 
Heads ſhall carry Infants to him that way without 
his Direction: The Conceit is poor and low, and 
the Action conſequent to it is too bold and ven- 
turous, Myſterium meum mib: C filtis domus me. : 


Let him do what he pleaſes to Jnfants, we muſt 


not. 

Only this is certain, that GOD 
hath as great Care of Infants as of o- Numb. 17, 
thers, and becauſe they have ro Ca- 
pacity of doing ſuch Acts as may be in order to ac- 
quiring Salvation, GOD will by his own immedi- 
ate Mercy bring them thither, where he hath in- 
tended them; but to ſay that therefore he will do 
it by an external A@ and Miniftry, and that con- 
fin'd to a Particular, vi. This Rite and no other; 
is no good Argument, unleſs GOD could not do it 


without ſuch Means, or that he had ſaid he would 


not: And why cannot GOD as well do his Mer- 
cies to I fanrs now immediately, as he did be- 
— the loftitution either of Circumciſion or Ba p- 
m # . 
However, there is no danger that 
Infants ſhould periſh for want of this Numb. 18. 
external Miniftry, much leſs for pre- 
varicatiag Chriſt's Precept of Niſi quis renatus fue- 


rit, &c. For firſt, the Water and the Spirit in this 


Place fignific the ſame Thing; and by Water is 

meant the Effect of the Spirit, cleanuug and puri- 

tying the Soul, as appears in its Parallel * ol 
I 
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Chriſt baptizirg with the Spirit and with Fire, 
For altho* this was literally fulfilled in Pentecoſt, 
yet morally there is more ia it, for it is the Sign 
of the Effect of the Holy Ghoſt, and his Produc- 
tions upon the Soul; and it was an Excellency of 
our Bleſſed Saviour's Oifice, that he baptizes al 
that come to im with the Holy Ghoſt and with 
Fire; for ſo St. Fobn preferring Chriſt's Miſſion 
and Office before his own, tells the Fews, not 
Chriſt's Diſciples, that Chriſt ſhall haptize them 
with Fire and the Holy Spirit, that is, all that come 
to bim, as Fobn the Baptiſt did with Water; for ſo 
lies the Anticheſis ; And you may as well conclude 
that Infants muſt alſo paſs thre the Fire as thro” 
the Water. And that we may not think this a 
Trick to eluce the prefſure of this Place, St. Peter 
ſays the ſame Thing; for when he had ſaid that 
Baptiſm ſaves us, he adds by way of Explication 
{Not the waſhing of the Fleſh, but the Confidence of 4 
good Conſci:nce towards GOD | plainly ſaying that it 
is not Water, or the puritying of the Body, but 
the cleanſing of the Spirit, that does that which 
is ſuppoſed to be the Effect of Baptiſm ; and if our 
Saviour's excluſive Negative be expounded by 
Analogy to this of St. Petey, as certainly the other 
Parallel Iaſtance muſt, and this may, then it will 
be ſo far from proving the Neceſſity of Infants Bap- 
tiſm, that ir can conclude for no Man that he is 
oblig'd to the Rite; and the Doctrine of the Bap- 
tiſm is only to derive from the very Words of In- 
ſtitution, and not be forced from Words which 
were ſpoken before it was ordain'd. But to let 
pals chis Advantage, and to ſuppoſe it meagt of 
external Baptiſm, yet this no more infers a Ne- 
ceſſity of infant's Baptiſm, than the other Words of 
Chrift infer a Neceſſity to give them the Holy 
Communion, Niſi comederitis carnem filis bom inis, 
& biveritis ſanguinem, non introibitis in reguum (ele. 

rum; 
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um; and yet we do not think theſe Words ſufh- 
cient Argument to communicate them; it Men 
therefore will do us Juſtice, either let them give 
both Sacraments to /rfants, as ſme Ages of the 
Church did, or neither. For the Wit of Man is 
not able to ſhew a Diſparity in the Sanction, or in 
the Energy of ics Expreſſion. And theretore they 
were hor.eft that underſtood the Obligation to be 
Parallel, and perform'd ic accordingly, and yet be- 
cauſe we ſay they were deceiv'd in one Inſtance, 
and yet the Obligation Call the World cannct rea- 
ſonably ſay but) is the ſame; they are as honeſt 
and as t zaſonahle that do neither. Ard ſince the 
ancient Church did wich an equal Opinion of Ne- 
ceſſity give them the Communion, and yet Men 
now-a-days do not, why ſhall Men be more bur- 
thened with a Pr- 2 and a name of Obloquy, 
for not giving the Infants one Sacrament more than 
they are diſliked for not affordirg them the other. 
I! Anabaptiſts ſhall be a Name of Diſgrace, why 
ſnall not ſome other Name be invented for them 
that deny to communicate ſyfants, which ſhall be 
equally Diſgracetul, or elſe both the Opirſions ſig- 
rity'd by ſuch Names. be accounted no Diſparage- 
ment, but receive their Eſtimate according to 
their Truth. 

Of which Truth, ſince we are now 

taking Account from Pretences of Numb. 19. 
Scrip:ure, it is conſiderable that the 
Diſcourſe of St. Peter, which is pretend-d for the 


ir titli g Infants to the Promiſe of th: H. Ghoſt, 


aud by conſ-quence to Bap iſm, which i: ſuppoſes 
o be its Inftrument and Conveyance, is wholly a 
Fancy, and hath in it nothing of Certainty or De- 
monſtration, and nat much Probabil::v. For be- 
files, that che Thing itſelf is unrea bnable, and 
the Holy Ghoſt works by the keightning and im- 
proving ouc natural Faculties, and — a 

o- 
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Promiſe that ſo Concerns them as they are reaſon- 
able Creatures, aad may hav? a Title ro it, ia 
Proportion to their Nature, but no Potſ-ffivn er 
Reception cf it, till their Fecultics come into 
Act; betiides this, I ſav, the Werds mention'd in 
Str, Peter's S-rmon {which are che only Recor! of 
the Prom:!-) are interpreted upon a weak Mic 
take: Ti: Promile belongs to vou and to your 
Children, ther-fore Infants are attually Keceptive 
of it in that Capacity, That's the Argument; 
hut the Reaſon of it is not yet difrover'!, „re- 
ver will, for | to % and 10ur Ciildrev} is to you 
and var Fultcricy, to y men“! your Cuftaren 
he. they are of the fame Caf g ity. in Which 54 
are effectually Receptive of Þ oiwife ; But be 
that when ever the Wort: | Children} 5 ud in 
Scripture {hill by | Children ] und: -fran : I, 
muſt needs b.lieve that in all 7rael there were ro 
Men, but all were Infants; and if that had been 
true, ic had been rhe greater wonder they ſhonld 
overcome the Analims, an beat the King of Most, 
and march ſo far, and Diſcou ſe ſo well, for they 
were all cle tht: Chi eren of Iſrael. 
And for the Allegation of St. Paul 
Numb. 20. that rf arts are holy. if their Parents 
be Faithful, it tigolfics nothing, but 
that they arc holy by Deftigust ion, juft as Feremy 
and ohn Baptiſt were ({anttity'd in their Mother's 
Womb. that is, thev were appointed ant delignd 
for Holy Mininzries; but hid rot receiv'd the 
Promise ot the Father the Gitt of the Holy Ghoff, 
for all that Si d ficaticg; ar juſt ſo the Chiiiren 
of Cbriſtian barznts are {1pciiiv'd, that is defign'i 
to the Service of Jets Curift, and the tuture Pat- 
ticipation of the Promitcs. 
And as the Promiſ: appertains rot 
Numb. 2 . (for ovght appears) to / fants in that 


— — — — 


Capacicy and Coufiſte nc, but * | 
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the Title of their being reaſonable Creatures, and 
when they come to that Att of which by Nature 
they have the Faculty; ſo if it did, yet Baptiini 
is not the Means of cunveying the Holy Ghoft. 
For that which St. Peter ſays, Be baptizd, and y- 
al receive the Holy Ghoft, ſiguiſies no more than 
this: Firſt be baptiz'd, and then by Impofition ot 
the Apoſtle's Hands (which was another Myftery 
and Rite) ye ſhall receive the Promiſe of the Fa- 
ther: And this is nothing but an Inſinuat ion ot 
the Rite of Confirmation, as is to this Senſe ex- 
pounded by divers anci-nt Authors, and in ordi- 
gary Miniſtery the Effect of it is not beftow'd up- 
on any unbapciz'! Perſons; fer it is in orner next 
after Baptiſm z and upon this Ground St. Peter's 
Argument in the Ce of Cornelius was concluding 
enough, 4 majori d minus: Thus the Holy Ghoſt 
was beſtow'd upon im and hi, Family, which Gift 
by ordinary Miniſtry was conſcquent to Baptiſm, 
(not as the Effet is to the Cauie, or to the pro- 
per Inftrument, hut as a Conſequeut is to an An- 
tecedent, in a Chain of Cauſes accidentaily, and 
by poſitive Infticution depending upon each other) 
GOD by that Miracle did give IT. ſtimony, that 


the Perſons of the Men were in g Diſpulitions 
towards Heaven, and therefore se - !: -qmit- 
ted to thoſe Ritcs, which are the ot gets 


into the Kingdom of Heaven. But ;£ un 
hence to argue, that where-ever there is a Ca pa- 
City of receiving the ſame Grace, there allo the 
ſame Sign is to he miniſired, ard from hence to 
infer Pedo-Baptiſm, is an Argument very fallacious 
upon leveral Grounds, Firſt, becauſe Baptiſm is 
not the Sign of the Holy Ghoſt, but by another 
Myftery it was convey'd ordinarily, and extraordi- 
narily, it was convev'd independently from any 
Myſtery, and ſo the Argument goes upon a wrong 
Wppotition, Secondly, if the Suppoſition were 

krue, 
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true, the Propoſition built upon it is falſe z for 
they that are capable of the ſame Grace, are not 
always capable of the ſame Signz for Women un- 
der the Law of Moſes, altho' they were capable of 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith, yet they were not 
capable of the Sign of Circumciſion; For GOD 
does not always convey his Graces in the ſame man- 
ner, but to ſome mediately, to others immediate- 
ly ; and there is no better Inftance in the World of 
it, than the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt (which is the 
Thing now inftanc'd in this Conteftation) for it is 
certain in Scripture, that it was ordinarily given 
by Impolition of Hands, and that after Baptiſm; 
(And when this came into an ordinary Miniftery, 
it was call'd by the ancient Church Chriſm or Con- 
firmation) but yet it was given ſometimes without 
Impoſition of Hands, as at Pentecoſt, and to the 
Family of Cornelis; ſometimes before Baptiſm, 
ſometimes atter, ſometimes in Conjundion with 
it. 
And after all this, leaſt theſe Ar- 
Numb. 22. guments ſhould not aſcertain their 
Cauſe, they fall on complaining againſt 
GOD, and will not be content with GOD, unleſs 
they may haptize their Children, but take Excep- 
tions that GOD did more for the Children of the 


Fews. But why ſo ? Becauſe GOD made a Cove. | 


nant with their Children actually as infants, and 
conſign'd it by Circumcifion : Well; ſo he did 
wich our Children too in their Proportion. He 
made a Covenant of Spiritual Promiſes on his Part, 
and Spiritual and real Services on ours; and (bis 
pertains to Children when they are capable, but 
made with them as ſoon as they are alive, and yet 
not ſo as with the Fews Babes; for as their Rite 
conſign'd them actually, ſo it was a National and 
Temporal Bleſſing and Covenant, as a Separation 
of them from the Portion of the Nations, a * 
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ing them for a pecrliar People, (and, hort tere, 
while they were in the Werne, ard fc parat- 
trom the Commixturc of all People, ther were 
not at all circumciſed; Tut as tar Rite gid tal 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith, ſo by Viccne of its 
Adherency, and Remanency in their Fleth, it 414 
that Work when the Children came to Age. But 
in Chriſtian Int ants the Caſe is otherwiſe; for the 
New Covenant being eftabliſh'd upon better Pro- 
miles, is not only to better Pur poles, buc allo in 
diſtianet manner to be underſtood; when their Spi- 
tits are as receptive of a Spiritual Act or Impreg, 
as the Bodies of Fewijh Children were of the Sign 
of Circumciſion, then it is to be corngn'd ; But 
this Buſineſs is quickly at an end, by ſaying that 
GOD hath done no leſs for ours, thas for their 
Children; for he will do the Mercies of a Father 
and Creatot to them, and he did no more to the 
other; but he hath done more to ours; for he 
hath made a Covenant with them, and built it up- 
on Promiſes of the greateſt Concernment; he did 
rot ſo to them: But then for the other Part, which 
is the main of the Argument, that unle!s this 
Mercy be conſiga'd by Baptiſm, as good not at all 
in reſpect of us, becauſe we want the Comfort of 
z this is the greateſt Vanity in the World: For 
wen GOD hath made a Promite pertainirg allo 
id our Children {for lo our Adreriarics contend, 
and we alſo acknowledge in its tine Senſe) ſhall nan 
this Promiſe, this Word of GOD be of fufacior:t 
Truth, Certainty, and Effic: cy to cauie Comfort, 
ualeſs we tempt GOD, and require a Sign of hin 
Say not Chriſt ſay to theſe Men, as ſometime to 
tae Jews, 2 wicked and adulterous Generation ſce bei- 
Jie 4 Sign, but 90 Sign ſhalt be given uno ii? But 
the Truth on't is, this Argument is nothing, but a 
urett Qatrelliag with GOD Almighty. 


C Now, 
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Now, fince there is no Strength in 
Numb. 23. the Doctrinal Part, the Practice aud 
Precedents Apoftolical and Eccle{;. 
ſtical, will be of 1:{s Conccrament, it ther were 
true as is pretended, becauſe Aﬀtionrs Apoſtolical 
are not always Rules for ever; it might be fic for 
them to do it, 1% loco © tempore, as divers Others 
of their laſtitutions, but yet no Engagement paſt 
th=nce upon following Ages; for it might be con- 
venient at that time, in the new ſpring of Chri- 
ſtiznity, and *till they had engag'd a conſiderable 
Party, by that Means to make them Parties a- 
Saiaſt the CGentilet Superſticion, and by way of Pre- 
02C3jatiun to aiccrtain them to their own Set 
when they came to be Men; or for fome other 
Reaſon not tranſmitted to us, becauie the Qusſtion 
5 Fatt itſeif is not ſufficiently determin'd. For 
the laſiauation of that Precept of baptizing 40 
Nations, of which Children certainly are a Part, 
does as little Advantage as any ot the reft, becauſ: 
other Parallel Expreſſions oi Scripture do deter- 
mine, and expound themſelves to a Senſe that in- 
cludes not all Perſons abſolutely; but of a capable 
Conlition, as ao 4ete eum omnes gentes, © Halli 
Deo omnes vatime terra, and divets more. 
As for the ConieQure concerning 
Numb. 24. tue Family of Stephanus, at the belt it 
is but a Conjeftuce, and beſides that, it 
is not prov'u that there were Chiktren in the Fa- 
mils; vet if that were granted, it follows not that 
tney were baptized, becauſe by L whole Tame, 
in Sctipture is meant all Perſoas ot Reaſon and Ape 
within the Family; fer it is ſaid, of the 
Toba 4. Ruler at Capernaum, That be belietc ed, ori 
all bis Houſe: Now you may allo ſuppoſe, 
that :n his Houſe were little Babes, that is likeiy 
_£n0ugh, and you may ſuppoſe that they did believe 


bos before they could unser ſtand; but that's — 0 
IKelv. 
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Micly 7 And then the Argument from bapti-ing; 
$r2ph-n'> Houthold may b. attuwed juit as proba- 
bie; tat ehis is unrmain-!iac to build upon ſuch 
iH. h. a Conj-Etures. 
Bu: Travition by ail ears muſt 
ſupply the Phce of Scripture, and Numb. 27. 
there is a prete;.ged Lraditien Apo- 
ttotica', that [nfarts were beptiz'd 3 But at this 
we are not much mov'd; For ae, who rely upon 
the written Word of God as ſuthcient to cftatlith 


zul true Religion, do not value the Altegition of 


Traditioas; And however the Worb goss, none 
of the Reformed Churches can precend this Argu- 
ment agiinſt this Opinion, brozuſy they „to te- 
zit Tradition when ti; a ginſt them, muſt rot 
pretend it at all for them; But it we ſhow alloy 
the Topick to be good, yet how will it be yerin.d ? 
For ſa tar as it can yet appear, it relies wacliy up- 
on the Teſtimony of Origen, for from him St. Au 
tin had it. Now a Tradition A poſtol ical, if it h 
ret conlign'd with a tuller Teftimony than of ogg 
Perſon, whom all after-Ages have condema'd ot 
many Errors, will obtain ſo little Reputation a- 
mong thoſe, who know that Things have upon 
greater Authority pretended to derive from ch⸗ 
Apoltles, and yet tallly, that is: wiil be a greac 
Argument thit he is credulons and weak, that 
ſhall be determin'd4 by ſo weak Probation in Mat- 
ters of ſo great Cuncernment, And the Truth of 
the Buſincis is, as ficre was no Command of Scrip- 
ture to ohlige Chillren to the Suſception of 1t, fo 
the Neceſſity of P.edg-Lapriſrr was not determin'd 
in the Church 'till in the eighth Age after Chriſt, 
but in the Year 418. in the Alevtian Council, a 
covinciul uf Au, there was 1 Canon made for 
Pelo-Baptifm 3 never till then! I grant it was pra- 
cliled in Africa b=tore that Time, and they, or 
ſome of them, thought well of it, and tho? chat be 
C 2 0 
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no Argument for us to think fo, yet none of them 
di ever before preten ! it to be Necelfary, none 
tu hace been a Frec-pt ot the Geſpel. St. Auſtin 
was the £:6 that eve; preacl'd it to be abſulutely 
Neceſfary, and it was in his Heat and Anger - 
vainft Pelagius, Why had wern'd and chafcd him 
fo in that Qiefllon, that ic made him innovate in 
o her Doctrines pony of mors Concernment 
ran this. And that althe” this was practis'd an- 
cientiy in {rice yet that it was without an Opi- 
nion f Neceſin:y, and not often there, nor at all 
in other Places, we have the Teſtimony of a 
Learned Pulg-Baprijt, Luzyoiius Vitts, who in his 
Annotations upon St. Auſtin, De Cute Dri, |. i. 
. 27. 3ih;m:, Neminca ntf adultum auntiguitus ſolere 
baptizuri. 
But, beſidee, that the Trallition can- 
Num. 26. not be prov'd to be Apoſtolical; we 
have very good Evidence from Anti- 
quity, that it was the Opinion of the Primitir: 
Cinch, that [farts onght not to be bapriz's; 
and this is clear in the ſixth Ca on Ct the Council 
of Neoceſarea, the Words are thcir, wet AL07 3680 
en 4.4 con; ö ren Cami ulty  nemward » 
Nr To MT ular. dig 3 ke, ber F acer 
(2 F ev TH dais. Sat ay . The Senſe is this, 
a Woman with Child may bs bapriz'd when the 
pleaſe 3 for har Baptiſm concerns not the Chile, 
Tie Reaſon of the Connexion of the Parts of tba, 
Canon is in the following Words, becauſe every 
one ia that Confeſſion is to give a Demonſtration 
of his own Choice and Election: Meaning plaialr, 
chat if the Baptiſm of the Mother did alſo paß 
upon the Child, it were not fit for a pregnant Wo. 
man to receive Biptiſm, becauie in that acre 
ment ther- being a Coafrthon of Faith, & hich 
Coafeſion ſupguſes Under ſtanding, and tree Choice, 
b is not realonable the Child ſhould be 92 
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with ſuch a Myftery, ſince it cannot do any Act 
of Choice or Underfranding ; The Canon ſpeaks 
Reaſon, and it intimates a Practice which was ab- 
ſolutely Univerſal in the Church, of interrogating 
the Catechumens concerning the Articles of Creed: 
Which is one Argument that either they did not 
admit Infants to Baptiſm, or that they did preva- 
ricate egregioully in asking Queſtions of them, 
who themſelves knew were not capable of giving 
Anſwer. 
And to ſupply their Incapacity by 

the Anſwer of a God-Father *, is but Numb. 27. 
the ſame Unreaſonableneſs ated with 

a worſe Circumſtance: And there is no ſenſible 
Account can be given of it 5 fur that which ſome 
imnperfeftly Murmur concerniog 71 civil, 
perform'd by Tutors in the Name of their Pupils, 
is an abſolute Vanity: For what if by poſitive Cor- 
ftitution of the Romans ſuch Solennitics of Law are 
requir'd io all Stipulations, and by Lndulgence are 
petmitte in the Caſe of a notable Benc fit accru- 
ing to Minors, muft GOD he ty'd, and Chriſtian 
Religion tranlatt her Myftzrics by Proportion and 
Compliance with the Law of the Romans? | know, 
GOD might if he would have appointed God-Fa- 
thers to give Anſwer in behalf of the Children, 
and to be Fide-juſſors for them; but we cannot find 
any Authority or Ground that he hath, and it he 
had, then it is to be ſuppos'd he would have given 
them Commiihon to have tranſacted the Soleanity 
with better Circumftances, and given Anſwers 


— 


* Quid ni neceſſe eft (fic legit Franc. Junius in 
notis ad Tertul.) ſponſores etiam peticulo ingeri 
qui & ipſi per mortalitatem deſtituere promiſſiones 
ſuas poſſint, & proventu malæ indolis falli - Jerrul, 
lid, de baptiſe cap. 18. 
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with more Truth. For the Queſtion is ask'd of 
believing in the preſent. And it the God-Father's 
Anſwer in the Name of the Child, [LI do believe 
it is notorious they [peak falſe and ridiculouſly * 
For the Infant is not capable of Believing, and if 
he were, he were alſo capable of Diſſenting, and 
how then do they know his Mind ? And therefore 
Tertullian gives Advice that the Baptiſm of Infant. 
ſhould be defers'd 'till they could give an Accouat 
of their Faith, and the ſame alſo is the Counſel of 
+ St. Gregory, Biſhop of Nuzianzum, altho' he al- 
lows them to haſten it in Caſe of Neceſſity; for 
tho' his Reaſon taught him what was fit; yet he 
was overborn with the Practice and Opinion of his 
Age, which began to bear too violently upan him; 
and yet in another Place he makes mention of 
ſome to whom Baptiſm was not adminiftred, 4 
2471577 by Reaſon of Infancy : To which, if we 
add, that the Parents of St. Auſtin, St. Hierom, and 
St. Ambroſe, altho' they were Chriſtians, yet did 
not baptize their Children before they were Thirty 
Years of Age, it will be very conſiderable in the 
Example, and of great Efficacy for deſtroying the 
ſuppos'd Neceſſity or Derivation from the Apo- 
ttles. 
But however, it is againſt the per- 
Numb. 28. petual Analogy of Chritt's Doctrine 
to baptize nfants: For beſides, that 
Chriſt never gave ary Precept to baptize them, 
nor ever himſelf nor his Apottles (that appears 


* Lid. de baptiſ. prope finem, cap. 18. itaque 
pro perſonæ cujuſque conditione ac diſpoſitione, e- 
tiam ætate, cunttatio baptiſmi utilior eft, precr 
pue tamen circa parvulos * + + « Fiant chrifiianicum 
Chrittum note potuerint. 

+ Orat. 40. quæft. in S. Baptiſma. 


did 
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did baptize any of them ; all that either he or his 
Apoſtles ſaid concerning it, requires ſuch previous 
Diſpoſitions to Baptiſm, of which Infants are not 
capable, and theſe are Faith and Repentance ; 
And not to inftance in thoſe innumerable Places 
that require Faith before this Sacrament, there 
needs no more but this one ſaying of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, He that believeth Mark 16. 
and is baptiz'd ſhall be ſav'd 3 but be that 
believeth not ſhall be damned ; plainly thus, Faith 
and Baptiſm in ConjunQion will bring a Man to 
Heaven; but if he have not Faith, Baptiſm ſhall 
do him no good. So that if Baptiſm be Neceſſary 
then, ſo is Faith, and much more z for want of 
Faith damns abſolutely z it is not ſaid fo of the 
want of Baptiſm. Now if this decretory Sentence 
be to be underftood of Perſons of Age, and if 
Children by ſuch an Anſwer (which indeed is rea- 
ſonable enough) be excus'd from the Neceſſity of 
Faith, the want of which regularly does Damn, 
then it is ſottiſh to ſay, the ſame Incapacity of Rea- 
ſon and Faith ſhall not excuſe from the actual Suſ- 
ception of Baptiſm, which is leſs Neceſſary, and 
to which Faith and many other Acts are neceſſary 
Prediſpoſitions, when it is reaſonably and humanly 
receiv d. The Concluſion is, that Baptiſm is alſo 
to be deferr'd *till the time of Faith; And whe- 
ther Infants have Faith or no, is a Queſtion to be 
diſputed by Perſons that care not how much they 
ay, nor how little they prove. 

1. Perſonal and actual Faith they 
have none; for they have no Acts of Numb. 29. 
Underſtanding z and beſides, how can 
any Man know that they have, fince he never ſaw 
any Sign of it, neither was he told iv by any one 
that could tell? 2. Some ſay they have imputa- 
tive Faith ; but then ſo let the Sacrament be too, 
that is, if they have the Parents Faith or the 
Churches, 
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Churches, then ſo let Baptiſm be imputed alſo by 
Derivation from them, that as in their Mother's 
Womb, and while they hang on their Breaſts, they 
live upon their Mother's Nouriſhmeat, ſo they 
may upon the Baptiſm of their Parents, or their 
Mother the Church. For ſince Faith is Neceſſary | 
to the Suſception of Baptiſm (and they themſelves 
confeſs it by ftriving to find out new kinds of Faith 
to dawb the Matter up) ſuch as the Faith is, ſuch 
muſt be the Sacrament : For there is no Propor- 
tion between an actual Sacrament and an imputa- 
tive Faith, this being in immediate and neceſſary 
Order to that: And whatſoever can be ſaid to take 
off from the Necefiity of actual Faith, all char, 
and much more may be ſaid to excuſe from the 
actual Suſception of Baptiſm. 3. The firſt of theſe 
Devices was that of Luther and his Scholars, the 
ſecond of Calvin and his; and yet there is a third 
Device which the Church of Rome teaches, aad 
that is, that Infants have habitual Faith: But who 
told them ſo ? How can they prove it? What Re- 
velation, or Reaſon teaches any ſuch Thing? Are 
they by this Habit ſo much as diſpos'd to an actual 
Beliet without a new Maſter ? Can an Inf un, ſent 
into a Mabumetan Province, be more confident for 
Chriſtianity when he comes to be a Man, than it 
he had not been baptiz'd ? Are there any Acts 
precedent, concomitant or conſequent to this pre- 
tended Habit? This ftrange Invention is abſolutely 
without Art, without Scripture, Reaſon or Au- 
thority: But the Men are to be excus'd, unlels 
there were a better ; But for all theſe Stratagems, 
the Argument now alledg'd againſt the Baptiſm of 
Inf ants is demonſtrative and unanſwerable. _ 
To which alio this Conlideration 
Numb. 3c. may be added, that if Baptiſm be ne- 
ceſſary to the Salvation of Infants, up- 


on whom is tne Impoſition laid ? To whom — 
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Command given * To the Parents or to the Chil- 
dren? Not to the Children, for they are not ca pa- 
ble of a Law; nor to the Parents, tor then GOD 
hath put the Salvation of innoceut Ea bes 1nts the 
power of others; and infants may be damu's tor 
thcic Father's Carelefineſs or Maiic:, It follows 
that it is not Neceſſary at all to be done to them, 
o whem it cannot be preſcrib'd as a Law, and in 
«hoſe behalf it cannot be reaſonably intruſted to 
others with che appendant Neceſſity; and if it be 
not Neceſſary, it is certain it is not Reaſonable, 
and muſt certain it is no where in Terms pre- 
ſcrib'd, and therefore it is to be preſum'd, that ;:t 
ought to be underſtood, and adminiftred according 
23 Other Precepts are, with Refcrence to the Ca- 
pacity of the Subjzet, and the Reaſonableneſs of 
the Thing, | 

For I conſider, that the baptizing 
ot fits dots ruſh us upon ſuch In- MNums. 3 r. 
conveniences Which in other Qveftions 
we avoid like Rocks, which will appear it we Dis 
courſe thus. | | 

Either Baptiſm produces ſpiritual Effecte, or it 
p:oduces them not ; If it produces act any, why 
iz ſuch Contention about ir, what are we the nuacer 
Heaven if we ate daptiz' l? And if it be r: glecied, 
what are we the farther off? But if (as Ache 
al! peradrenture all the Pado-Baprifs will tay) Bap- 
um docs do a Woik upoa the Sup}, prevycing 
lei itual Benefits and Advantages, thele Advani: 
lagts are produc'd by the external Woetk of the 
d4crament alone, or by that as it is help'd by the 
Co-opttation and Prediſpoſitious of the Suſci- 
Re:. | 

I by the externa! Work of the Sacrament alone, 
del Coes this differ from the opus operatum of the 
7 2:iſts, fave tha: it is worſe s For they fay the Sa- 
cament does not province ice Egect but in a Suſci- 

pient 
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pient diſpos'd by all Requilites ard due Prepar;- 
tives of Piety, Faith, and Repentance; tho in 1 
Subject ſo difpos'd, they ſay the Sicrament by its 
o Vertnc does it; but th's Opin'on lays it cos 
it of irfelf without he hel», or ſo much as the 
Co-exiſtence of any Condi:ivn but the meer Re- 
Cc ption. 

But it the Sacrament docs not do its Work alone, 
but per modum recipientis, according to the Predi- 
poſitions of the Sujcipient, then becauſe Inf.mrs can 
neither hinder it, ror do any thing to turther it, 
it does them no Benefit at all. And it ary Ms 
runs for Succour to that exploded yro2yoeny, ot 
Infants have Faith, or ary other inſpir'd Habit of 
I kno not what or how, we dente no more A..- 
vantage in the World, than that they are cor 
ſtraind to an Anſwer without Revelation, ag2iait 
Reaſon, common Senſe, and all the Expzrience in 
the World. 

The Sum of the Argument in ſhort, is this, tto 
under another Repreſentment. 

Either Baptiſm is a meer Ceremony, or it implies 
a Duty on our Part, If it be a Ceremony only, 
how does it ſanctify us, or make the Comers ttereurt 
perfect? If it implies a Duty on our Part, how 
then can Children receive it, who cannot do Du:) 
at all? 

And indeed, this way of Miniftration makes 
Baptiſm to be whelly an outward Duty, a Work 
of the Law, a carna! Ordinance, i: makes us a% 
here to the Letter, without regard of the Spit, 
to be latisfv'd with Shadows, to retura to Bor- 
cage, to relinquiſh the Myfteriouſnes, the Sus 
tlance and Spiritumity ot the Goſpel. Which At. 
2ument is of ſo much the more Coniideration, be. 
cafe under the Spiritral Covenant, or the Cos! 


ot Glace, it the Myſtery goes not before the Y 


(which it dess when the Symbols are Seals and Cor. 
ſ1g0 ations 
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Fanxtions of the Grace, as it is ſaid the Sacra- 
ments arc) yst it always accompanies it, but ne- 
ver follows in cider of Time: And this is clear in 
the pet petual Analogy of Holy Scripture. 

For Baptiſm is never propounded, mention'd or 
eojayn'd, as a Means of Remiſſion of Sins, or of 
Eternal Life, but ſomething of Duty, Choice and 
Fanttity is joyn'd with it, in order to Production 
of the End ſo mention'd; Know ye not 
that as many as are baptiz d into Chris Rom. 6. 3. 
Feſus, are bapttz d into bis Death? 

There is the Myſtery and the Symbol together, 
and declar'd to be per petually uit, 2 eGamt- 
Sur. All of us, Who c hie :nto one, 
were baptiz'd into tu „re. Not only into the 
Name of Chriſt, but inte. 15 Drethalſo: But the 
meaning of this, as it i: expl2in'd in the te:lowing 
Wards of St. .. I, mk much for our 

Pur poſe: For o be batiz'd into his Verſe 4. 
Death, ſignifies t9 b bury". with iim in 

Bapriſm, that as Chriſt roſ- from te Dead, we alſo 
ſrould walk in newneſs of Life : That's the full My- 
ſtery of Baptiſm z For being baptiz'4 info his 
Death, or which is all one in the next Words, 
© du eq. TY Ferre TE d, 73:20 the 

likeneſs of bis Death, cannot go alene; Verie 5. 
we be ſo plant-d into Chris, we ſha! 

be partakers of bis Reſurretion, and that is not here 
ſtanc'd in preciſe R-ward, but in ex<2 Dutz, for 
"| this is nothing, but Crucifixion of thr 

6.1 Man, a deſtroying the Body of Sin, that Verſe 6. 
e 19 longer ſerve Sin, 

This, indeed, is truly to be haptiz'd both in the 
"ml and the Myſt-ry; Whatfoever is leis than 
cis, is but the Symbol only, a meer Ceremony, an opus 
"21atum, a dead Letter, an empty Shadow, an In- 

"vent without an Agent to manage, or Force 
to adluate it. 

Plainer 
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Plainer yet; Whoſoever are baptiz'd into Chriq 
have pur an Chriſt, bave put on the new Man: But to 
pat ona this new Man, is t9 be form'd in Rigbteon / 

nes, ani Holineſs, and Trutb; Th's whole Argu- 
ment is the very Words of St. Paul; The Major 
Propoũtion is Dogmatically determin'd, Gal. 3. 27. 
The Miaor in Epbeſ. 4. 24. The Concluſion then 
is obvious, that they who are not form'd new in 
Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs, and Truth, they who te- 
maining in the prelent Incapacities cannot walt 
in newneſs of Life, they have not been baptiz d int 
Chriſt, and then they have but one Member of the 
Diſtinction, us'd by St. Peter, they have that Bap- 
tiſm which is @ putting away the Filth of the Fleſh; 

but they have not that Baptiſm, which 
1Pet. 3-21. is the Anſwer of 4 good Conſcience 16- 

ws C, Which is the only Baptiſ a 
that froes us 5 Ard this is the Caſe of Children; 
And then the Cats is thus. 

As Inf ants by the Force of Nature cannot put 
them'clves into a {uperuaturai Condition, (and 
therefore ſay the 7ety-Baniiſts, they need Baptiſm 
to put them into it:) So it they be beptiz'd be- 
fore the Uſe of Reaton, befere che Works of ile 
Fnir:t, before the Operations of Grace, before 
they can throw off the of Darkneſs, and lic: 
in Kightzouſneſs and nevneſs of Life, they are never 


the nearer 3 From the Pains of Hell they ſhall be | 


ſav'd by the Mercies of GOD, and their own la- 
nocence, tho they die in puris naturalious, an! 
Baptiſm will carry them no further. For tha: 
Baprija that ſaves us, is not the only waſhing with 
Water, ot Which ceny, Childten are capable, out 
the Anſwer of 2 goud Conſcience towards God, 0i 
which they are not capable *tilt the Uſe of Rex 
fon, 'til they know to chuſe rhe Good, and te- 
tric the Evil. 


And 
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And from then-e I confider a-new, That all 
Vows made by Perſons under other N :mes, Stipu- 
tions made by .V/znors are not valid, tilt they, by 
a ſupervening Act, after they are of ſufficient Age 
do ratify chem. Why then may not /: fans as well 
make the Vo de novo, as de novo ratify that which 
was made for them ab antiquo, 
when they come fo Years of Vide Eraſ- 
Choice? If the int Vow be mum in pre- 
invalid 'till the Manly Confirma- fat. ad Anno- 
tion, why were it aot as good tat. in Matth. 
they ſtaid to make it *:il! that 
| time, before which, if they do make it, it is to 
no Purpoſe ? This would be conſider'd. 

And in Concluſion, our Way is the 
ſurer Way, for not to baptize Chil- Numb. 32, 
| dren 'till they can give an Account 
I. of their Faith, is the moſt porportionable to an 
At of Reaſon and Humanity, and it can have no 
Danger in it: For to ſay that nfants may be 
damn'd for want of Bapri:m, (a Thing which is 
not in their Power to acquire, they being Pei ſons 
not yet capable of a Law, is to athrm that of 
GOD, which we dare not ſay of any wiſe and good 
Man. Certainly it is much derogatory to GOD's 


Juſtice, and a plain Defiance to the ir finite Re pu- 
i tation of his Goodneſs. 
F And, therefore, who ever will per- 
þ tinaciouſly perſiſt in this Opinion of Numb. 33. 
; the P.e4o-Baptiſts, and practice it ac- 
p cordingly, they pollute the Blood or the evcriaft- 
a ing Teſtament, they diſhonouc and make a Page- 


dàntry of the Sacram nt, they ineff: &u:liy repre- 
ſent a Sepulture iatv the Death of Qicift, and 
pleaſe themſelves in a Sign without Effect, making 
Baptiſm like the Fig-tcce in the Goſpel, tull uf 
Leaves but no Fruit; and they iavocate the Holy 
u | D Ghoſt 
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Ghoſt in vain, doing as if one ſhould call upon hin 
to illuminate a Stone, or a Tree. 

Thus far the Anavaptiſts may argue 
Numb. 34. and Men have diſputed againſt chem 


with ſo much Weaknel(s and Con$- E 


dence, that th y have been encourag'd in their 
Error * more by the accidental advantagrs we have 
given them by our weak Arguings, than by any 
Truth of their Cauſe, or Excellency of their Wit, 
But the Uſe I make of ir as to our preſent Queſtion 
is chis : That ſince there is no direct Impiety in 


the Opinion, nor any that is apparently Conſe- 


quent to it, aid they with ſo much Probability do, 
or may pretend to true Perlwaſion, they are with 
all Means, Chriftian, Fair, and Humane, to be 
redargu'd, or inctructed, but if they cannot be 
perſu aue d they muſt be left to GOD, who knows 
every Degree of every Man's Underftanding, all 


his Weaknefſcs and Strengths, what Impreſs each 
Argomeut makes upon his Spirit, and how Unrefi- | 


ſible every Reaſon is, and he alone judges his In- 


nocency and Sinccrity z and for that Queſtion, [ 
think there is ſo much to be pretended againſt that, 
which I believe to be the Truth, that there is 
much more Truth than Evidence on our fide ; and 
therefore, we may be Confident as for our own 


Particulars, but not roo forward Peremptorily to - 
preſcribe to others, much leſs Damn, or to Kill, 


or to Perſecute them that only in this Particulac 
diſagree. 


— 
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d See nweTrgwv ox Fegts TanTlu Meuwres, Þ 
Naianmen obſerves of the Caſe of the Church in 
his Time. 


Thus, 
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Thus, Reader, | have preſented you with the 
Arguments for and agiinft Infant-Baptiſm, as this 
team Man bath furniſh'd us with them; and 


ut coate!s the Bap:iſts are much and for eve t o- 


blig't to bis Lordih:p, becau'e he has with ſo much 
Cantor and Fairnzſs repreſented them, in their 
Reply. And tho' this Great Man, fo whoſe Name 
and Memory the greateſt Deterence is dur, has 
not in his p-rſonatirg the PBzpriſts, poſſibly ex- 
preſs'd his own Opiaion, but to ſhew what they 
dad to ſay for themſclves; yet this is evident, 
which I oebſcrve to the Praile of Almighty GOD, 
that the Doctor by ating the Dapriſt, ha th argi'd 
hin&!fintoa veryCalmandChriftianFrametowards 
em. He cnis with more Soitne's than be began. 
I the Beginneng he tells (he World cheir Op.niva 
is Capitzl, but in the End he ſpeaks of ic aza thing 
Doubiful, and that there is no di ett Impiety in the 
Opinion, nor any that is apparently Conſequent 
to it; yea, that they may with much Probability 
pretend to true Perſwaſion, 

The few Remarks I ſhall make, are on what the 
Doctor ſays when he comss freely to ſpeak his own 
Mind on the Whole ; and whether he has not given 
— the Cauſe of Iufant-Baptiſm, | leave all Men to 
jidge. 

For, after he had ſaid, “ Thus far the Anabup- 
„till may argue, he adds, and Men have diſ- 
puted againſt em with ſo much Weakneſs and Con- 
* flence, that they have been encourag't in their 
* Error more by the accidental Advantages we 
l have given them, than by any Truth of cheir 
1 Cauſe, or Excellency of their Wit. Anda lit- 
. fle after he ſays, For the Que ſtion, I think there 
% ſo much t9 le Jai againſt that, which I believe 
A Mw de Truth, that there is much more Truth than 
* —_y 07 our ſtile”, On which plraſe to ob- 
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r. Nrat Diſputirgs, and our weak Arguments, A 
very Ing-nuous Cont: fhon ! It's worth our while to 
enquire from wh: nce this Weakneſs proceeds: The 
Queſtion then may be; What is the Reaſon that 
the Pædo-baptiſts mana ge their Diſputes with ſuch 
weak Arguments, when they contend with the u- 
ti-p.edo-baptiffs conc-rning the Baptiſm of Infants : 

To which I reply. Firft, It mutt proceed either 
from the I/catne/ſs of the Diſputants ; or, Secondly, 
from the Iealneſs of the Cauſe diſputed for. One 
of theſe mutt he the Cauſe. For, no one can name 
a third with any Probability. | 

As to the irn, That the P.edo-baptiſts arc weak 
Dilputants, can by ro means be a!llow'!, That 
Perſons skilld in Arts ard Sciences, Maſters of 
Logick, apt in the Learning of the Schools, and 
accompliihd ai hell Humane Advantage, fowl 
want Abilitizs to ditpute ſuccetstully againſt tte 
Anti- ad- Ui, wo generally cannot pretend to 
ſuch Acquiicments, TI. is, I tay, cannot be ſuę- 
os. 

Agting Bis Lordſhip ſæaye, It is not trim the 
Exceilen.'s of their lit, that encouroag-s them in 
their Error. This, 1 confeſs, alto for the genera), 
they art dull encugh. Yet by the Grace of GOD 
teweakelt of 'em have lo much Wit 2s to diſcern 
tho Fut, aid fo much Eo 434 Courage, as 0 
confeſs it in the tace of great Oppofition. But 
Excellency of Wit, and Weakneſs of Argument, 
I profel:, is ro we little ort of 4 Paradox, But 
faou'd the P.c{:-5aprifts he toll from the Wr-axnels 
(their Arg inge, that the Excellency of Wiz 18 
not en their ſide, ſiuce they are no he tter quality'! 
to Difpute with the Baptifie, I belicve, they wou'd 
Take it as an \tront, To ſay fo, weu'd, 1 coniels, 
bz 160 much Honour for the one, and too ful. a 
Re fi: ctiva on the other. | 
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2 It remains, therefore, that it muſt unavoid- 
ably procced from the latter, viz. from the Weak- 
neſs of the Cauſe diſputed for. And this is Reaſon” 
able enough. For, how ſhou'd a weak or bad 
Cauſe afford any other than weak Arguments? His 
Lordſhip had therefore Reaſon to ſay, we have diſ- 
puted againſt them with ſuch weak Arguments as 
have giv'n 'em accidental Advantages. And this 
ſecms to me to be 2 great Argument, That the 
Baptiſts have a good Cauſe, or clic how ſhou'd they 
maintain it againſt the Wiſe and Learned that op- 

e it? 

FS | obſerve the Doctor ſaying, There is 
more Truth than Evidence on our ſide. 

Firſt, This ſcems a little Unccountable. If Chriſt. 
has ordain'd Inf ants to be baptiz'd, his Ordination 
i; an Evidence iufficient. But where muſt we look 
for his Ordinances but in the Srriprures, which are 
both the Repoſitory and Evidence of Truth. Either 
the Baptijm of Infants is ordaiu'd by Chrift, and 
contain'u in the Scripture, or it is not. In ano- 
ther Caſe, ſt ouꝰd a Man advance an Hypotheſis among 
Learned Men, and be able to give little or no De- 
mon ſtration of the Truth of the Thing ſuppos'd 
or athcm'd, they wou'd laugh at him. But the 
Expnijts appeal to the Scriptures, and want ro Evi- 
cence from them on their fide, How evident is it, 
if we look into thoſe ſacred Records, that they 
were Perſons of Age and Underſtanding that were 
baptizd by Fon the Bapti, by Chrift and his 
Apoſtles? We read that J-ruilalem, and all Judea, 
and all the R-gions round agout jordan, were baptiz'4 
of John, confeſſing th:ir Sins. They were not In- 
Jants that cou d neither ſpeak nor walk; they con- 
feſt d their Sins. How many Inſtances have we 
nom Carift, and his Immediate Followers, the 
Apofil:s. Chriſt ſe id, Go, teach and baptige. He - 
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thar believe tb, and is baptiz'd, ſhall be ſav'd One of 
the Apoſtl:s ſail, 1} rhou believeſt with all thine 
Heart, thoa miz'jt, &c. Thelæ are too v2vious to 
be over-look'd by any connideriag Perſon. And 
we have tGo many Infternces more to be Inſerted 
here. 

Secondly, More Truth than Evidence on our fide, 
is as inconfiſient,as if the Doctor had ſail in expres 
Terms, the Baptiſts have more Evidence than 
Truth; Wen no Man knows be bath Truth on bis fide 
but by the Evidence of it. And every Body knows, 
that which appears not (in ſuch a Cale as this) is 
uct. 

Laſtly, It's obſervable, he does not only ſay, we 
have diſpuced againſt *'em with ſo much IVeatne/s 
but Confideyce. Weakneſs and Confidence are two 
bid, but common Compnions, and ulvally are found 
in thoſe who are not aſham'd to call evil Good, and 
good Evil, 

Thus much for their firſt, their ſecond capital 
Opinion, or Error, the Baptiſls are charg'd with by 

nc Doctor is, that they are againſt Magiſiracy, an 
Error indeed, if it were true. But for this he 
gives not the l:ait D-:monſtration, and I ſuppole, 
it is hecauſe he has not any Evidznce tor what he 
has fall. And it is impoſſihle he ſhou'd have any, 
it being ſo con:rary to the known Principles and con- 
Haut Practice of the B, that with Truth I may 
lay, they ftand with à fair a Reputation for 19%? 
and Logalry to their Prince, as ary Foy of Men in 
Great-Brirain, Anif this way of imp-acning 
the Baptiſis he good, is is as Eify as Common, 
when Evil-minded Men get the Aſcendant, to 
traduce and condemn the buſt of God's Servants, 
and the R Den Subjects. But fince the Dr. has 
left it without Proof, I ſhall læavt it as a frivolous 
Charge and groundleſs Suppoſtion, 1 
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And fince the Anti-Pudo-vapriſts ſee Cauſe to 
diſſent trum the Paedo-baprijcs th ia Opinion and 
practicc, not only With reipett to the Susie of 
Baptiſm, but alſo to the Mode, or Manner, in which 
this Ordinance of Chriſt is to be admigiſt ed, x 
ſhall. for their Vindication thercin, produce here 
ſome of thoſe many Teſtimonies, that Learned Pre- 
lates with others have given in favour of the Bap- 
tits, and quite ag: inſt the Moaiie of their own Pra- 
ttice. And that which makes it the more obſerva- 
ble, is, Tha: theſe Men were Men of a very Bright 
CharzFer for Learning and Worth, who by their 
Teſtimonies juſtify che Ba Practice of bap- 
tizing by Immer ſion, or Dipping. I begin, 

1. Archbiſhop IIIlot /n, in his Set mon on 2 Tim, 
2. 19. ſay, „ Anctently thoſ: who were baptiz'd 
4 pur off th. ir C um ut, Which hgnify'd their put- 
* ti. g off the Body of Sin, and „re tmmers'd and 
& bury d in the Water to represent their D.ath to 
Sin ; and then did riſe up again cut of the Vater, 
&© to ſignify their Entrance upon a new Life. And 
« to theſs Cuſtoms the Apoſtle alludes, when he 
«* ſays, How ſhall we that are dead 10 Sin Iive any 
longer therein? Know ye not, that ſo mzny of us 45 
“ were baptiz'd into Feſus Cbriſl, were bapri7'd into bis 
« Death? Therefore me are bury'd with him in Bap- 
6 ti/m. 

2. Dr. Fowler, the late Bilhop of Glouceſter, in 
his Book, cntit!, The Deſign F (briſlianihy, Ch, 8. 
Seſt. 1, obſerves from the Worlds of the Apoffle, 
Rom. 6. 4. Therefore we are bury'd with kim by Bup- 
un, &c. © That is, ſays be, Chriſtians being 


[oO EET 


— — _ _ 
we 


* Vide, 2 Confeſſiom of Faith printed Anno 1689, 
8 Auſtin-Fryers, for Eben Tracy, at 
de Tce Bibles on London-Bridge, Chap. the 24th 
7 ge the 2.8th, wy TR, 


« plung'd 
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« plung'd into the Water in Baptiſm, ſignifies their 
« undertaking and obliging themſelves in a Spiti- 
« tual Senſe to dye, and be bury'd with Jeſus 
« Chriſt (which Death and Burial conſiſts ia an 
cc utter renonucing and forſaking of all Sins) that 
« ſo anſwerable to his Reſurrettion, they may lire 
« 2 holy and z00d Life. 

« 3. Dr, Cave, in his Primitive Chriſlianity, tells 
ic us, Chap. 10. The Party to be baptiz'd was whol- 
« iy immers'd, or put under Mater, which was the al- 
«© moſt coxſtant and univerſal Cuſtom of thoſe Times, 
& hereby they did nutably, and tignificantly ex- 
« preſs the three great Ends and Effects of Bap- 
ce tiſm. For, as in Immerſion there are in a man- 
« ner three ſeveral Ads, The putting the Perſon into 


* the Water, his abiding there for a little Time, and 


« bis riſing up again ; ſo by theſe were repreſented 
« Chrift's Dcarh, Burial and ReſurreQion. And 
«« in Conformity thereunto, our dying nnto Sin, 
« the Deftruction ot it's Power, and our Reſur- 
« rett ĩon to a new Courſe of Life, Oc. 

Dr. Towerſon, in his Explication of the Cate- 
chiſm of the Church of England, Page 20, treating 
on the Sacrament of Eaptiſm, fays, „One other 
« Particular there is, wherein I have ſaid the Wa- 
« ter of Baptiim to have been intended as a Sign, 
and this is, in reſpect of that manner of Applica- 
&« n, Which was ſometimes us'd. 1 mean, the 
« Dipping cr Flungirg the Party baptiz'd in it; 2 
« Signifi-ac.0a which St. Paul will not ſuffer thoſe 
« to forget, who have been acquainted with his 
« Epiſtles, For, with Reference to this manner 
« of baptizing, we find him athrming, That we are 
& bury'd with Chriſt by Baptiſm into Death, that like 
« as Chriſs was rais'd up from the Dead by the Glory 
& of the Father, even 15 we alſo ſhould walk in new- 
& meſs of Life, &c. Rom. 6. 4. To the ſame Pur- 
« pole, or rather yet more clear iy docs ——_ 
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« file diſcourſe, Col. 2. 12. where he tells us, 
« That as we are bury'd with Chriſt in Baptiſm, ſo we 
« Jo therein riſe al/o with him thro" the Faith «of the 
Oper ation of GO P, who bath r2is'd him from the 
« sea. For what is this hut to lay, That as the 
« Deſiga of baptiſm was to obig: Men to con- 
« fyrm ſo tar to Chriſt's Death and Reſurtection, 
« as to dye unto Sin, and to live again u to Righ- 
« teouſo-'s, lo was it p-rturm'd by the Ceremony of 
4 Iamerſion, that the Perion immers'd mig"\:t by 
« that very Ceremony, w hich was no o5jcure Image 
« of @ Sepalture, be minded of the precedent 
« Death. Asin like mannc- ry, hy [11'S coming ain 
te cur of the Water, of his riung from ti a! Death 
6 to Life, after the Example ot tie [iftitutor 
« thereof, And atter he adds. Nos what the 
& Proattics „f thoſe Times was, as to this Parti- 
* cular, will need no other Proof than their re- 
& ſorting to Avers, and other ſuch like Receptacles 
«yt Water, for the Performance of chat Cere- 
© mony, as that too, becanſe there was much Wa- 
ter there, For, fo the Scripture doth nor oni 
af: m concerning the Bap urn at ohn, Hut con- 
« E-Tning that ich our Saviour aumiaritren in 
Jude i. nb. 3. 3, 6, 13. Jas z. 2. len 
ne iaſtincss in Philip's dapezieg the Eunuch. 
« Ats 8. 33, S1ys he, The Words ut Se, Jute be- 
ing that both PFil/p and the Euruch went down 
ita à certain Water they met w::h in their 
Juruey, in 0:der to the baprizirg of the latter. 
Fu: what nec wou'd there have been either of 
the Baprzjr's reſo: ting to great Corfiuxes of Wa- 
ter, or of Philip's, or the Euvuck+ roirg down in- 
to tels, were it not trat Bap.iſm both of the 
one and the other were to be perfo: m'd by In- 
* nerſion. 
5. Tie Aſſcmbly of Divines in their Annotations 
on Rem, 6. 4. Bury with him ty Baptiſm 3 ſav 27 
a 
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&« [In this Phraſe the Apoſtle ſeemeth to allude to 
« the ancient Munner of Baptiſm, which was, to 
% dip the Parties baptiz'd, and, as it were, to bun 
* them under the Water for a while; and then to 
« draw them ont of it, and lift chem vp, to repre- 
& frat the Burial of our old Man, and our Rclur- 
© tettion to newncſs of Life. 

6, Dr. Barrow, in bis Book entitFd, The Do- 
Qrine of the Sacraments, diſcouriing on that of 
Baptiim ſays, „ The Action 7s baptizing or immer- 
* fing i, Water 3, and that the Immerſton in Water, 
« and the Emerſiua thence, doth figure our Death 
*« to Sin, and recciving a rew Lite. 

7. Dr. Hammond, in his Paraphraſe on Rom. C. ;. 
tells us, * "Tis a Thirg that every Chriftiin 
* knows, That the Immerſion in Baptilim refer, to 
« the Death of Chriſt. The puttirg the Peron 
¶ bapt'z'd into tue Water, denotes and preclaims 
© the Death and Burial of Chrift, and fignifies 
* our Underrcaking in Baptim, that we will gire 
& over ail the Sins of our former Lives (which is 
* our being bury'd together with Cłri ſt. or baptiz i to 
4 his Death) that ſu we may live that Regererate 
cc new Lite (anſwerable to Chriſt's Reſurrection) 
& which conliſis in a Courſe ot all Sanctity, a cor- 
& ftant Chr.ſtian Walk all our Days”. Allo the 
Doctor it very full co this Purpoſe in his Para- 
pirate on Col, 2, 12, But, 

8. I ſhall conclude with Dr. Whitby, in bis Para- 
phraſe and Commentary on the New Teſtament, 
He thus exprctf-s himſelf on Rom. G. [/% are 
& bury" with him in Eaptiſm. It being expretly de- 
& clar'd h=re, and col. 2. 12. that we are bury'd 
« with Chriſt ia Baptiim, by Leing bury d under 
Hater; And the Argument to oblige us fo 4 
« Conformity to his Death by dying to Sin, being 
ce tak-n her.ce, and this Immer ſion being r-ligioutly 


« oblerv'd by all Chriſtians tor This teen Hundred 
6& rar,, 
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& Tears, and approv'd by our Church; and the 
« Change of it into Sprinitling, even without any 
«© Allowance Pr the Author of this Inſtitution, ot 
„ any Licenſe from any Councel of the Church, being 
« that which the Romaniſt ſtill ui geth to juſtify his 
« Refuſal of the Cup to the Laity, it were to be 
« wiſh'd that this Cuſtom might be again of gene- 
« xz] Uſe, &c. 

Thus we fze Truth is brought to Light. How 
forcible is Truth? For, what ele cau'd have 
drawn ſuch large and ample Conceſſions from theſe 
Gentlemen, and many more to the ſame Purpoſe, 
whereby they do fully juſtify the Baptiſts, and 
erince the Baptiſm they daily prattice to be but a 
new Thing, and an bum ne invention. 

If any enquire why cheſe Learned and Judicious 
Prelates do give ſo clear Teftimonies to Truth, 
and yet practice the contrary, we demand, ls it 
becauſe they have any new Commiſſiun from Chrift 
to that Purpoſe ? If ſo, when was it given, and 
to whom? No. For Dr. Ihitby cont ff. s, it was 


. thang'd without any Alowance from Chriſt. Or is it 


from any Example of the Apoſtles? No. They 
are not able to produce one Inftince thro* the 
whole Courſe of the Apoſtles Miniſtry for the firſt 
century, at leaſt of one [fant bapiiz'd, or of any 
baptiz'd but by Immeriion or Dippir g. 

What can the Baptiſts deſire more than what is 
granted em? Or, how their Practice ſhuu'd be 
better arte/red is not poſſihle. Do but acknowledge 
that Chrift, his Apofſtl-s, and the next Ag-s after 
baptiz d by Immerſion or Dipping, as the aforeſaid 
Doctors have done, then wiat more needs to be 
ſaid ? Shou'd the Baptiſts defire more than this, 
they wou'd be the moſt unreaſonable People alive. 
And what can be more Demonſtrative and Convin- 
eing (if Men will not ſhut their Eycs againft the 
Light ſhining as at Noon-day) than cheſe Tefti- 

monies 
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monies are, That Truth, with the cleareft Eyi- 
denc: that can be poſſibly thought of, is on the 
Baptiſts fide ? 

It che Pæda-Baptiſt will yet ſay, That this Or- 
diaance may as well ot better be adminiſtred by 
Sprinkling, wou”-1 not this de a manifeſt Impeach- 
ment of the Wiſdom of Chriſt, and to intinuate that 
Chriſt was not Wiſe enough to provide for, and 
to model his own Wo: (ſhip *? Wou'd not this be a 
lietle row / wry in Mortal, ? If Chrift, who was 


the 1/i/dom of GOD, infticuted this Ordinance, ſo 


well order'd to anſwer all the Ends of it, ſhall any 

pretend to find out a better Way to Miniſter it in, 

than that which he himſelf appointed and ſubmit- 

ted to as our Example? GOD is jealous of bis 

Honour, and dare Mortals provoke him, by chang: 

iag his Ordiaances ? Are they Wiſer or Stronger than 
e ? 

And how plauſible ſoever the Pretences may be, 
by which theſe Learned Pedo-Baptiſts, with the 
reſt of that Character, who be fully ot their Mind 
in reference to Baptiſm, as appointed by Chrift, 
and prattis'd by his Apoſtles, may plead for their 
Excuſe, I know not. However, I appeal, whe- 
ther it muft not be a very aggravating Circum- 
ftance, atter ſo mary Aclrowledgments, to perſiſt in 
doing that in the Name of Chrift, which he never 
appointed? I believe norance can be no part of 
their Excuſe. That's evident from the Teſtimony 
they have given us. Aud to know their Maſter's 
Vill, and not do it, will afford em no pleaſing Re- 
flections in an approaching Day, when they can't 
bur expect that demand, who bath requir'd theſe 
Things at your Hands ? 

Now for a Concluſion of the Whole. Seeing 
Baptiſm is ſuppos'd by moſt to be an initiating Or- 
dinance into the Church of Chriſt, it may not be 
Improper, but very Inſtructive, to _— — 
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Church of Exgland in her 39 Articles, at the 19:h 
'-{cribes a Church of Chrift in theſe Terms, viz 
« Th: viſible Church of Chriſt is a Congregation of 
Faithful Men, in which the Sacraments be duly ad- 
« Hired according to Chriſt's Ordinance in all Things 
„bet of Necelſuy are Requiſite to the ſame ”, 

17, If the Church of Chriſt be a Congregation 
of Faithful Men, wry then are Infants admitted 
into the Chu sch by Bapriim ? Surely, they can't 
d- cali'd Faithful Mn before they are capable oi 
exerciſing their R-aſo'7, And if fo, then the Pa.10- 
P:2tiſt Churches do not agree wich this Deſcription 
ct a vilible Church of Chriſt. : 

24%, If the Sacraments ought to be adminiſtret 
according to Chris Ordinance, as the Article !:y*+ 5 
and ſeeing the Pædo-Baptiſtt, as I have ſhewn ia 
ſereral Inftances, do own that Chriſt ozdain'd Bai 
tim to be admin ſtred by Immer ſſon er Pipi g, and 
that both our Saviour and his A poſtles adm. aiſtged 
tie Ordinance this Way, and not by Sinking; 
How do they (tbemſelves being Fuge,) admintftær 
this Sacrament according to Chriſt's Ordination. 
bee in a Way very different from, and contrary to 
it 


And then, if the Deſcription given us in be 
Article of a Church of Chriſt be right (as I be- 
lere it is, and to which I have the 4ſſent of all 
the Clergy in the Nation, who ſubſcribe to this Ar- 
ucle among the reſt ) how will the Pedo-Bapriſt s 
prove their Churches to be viſible Churches of Chriſt ? 
Can thoſe Churches be True, which manitefily 
differ from a Church rightly deſerib'd ? L appeal. 

[f it be objeted, The Article does not make eve 
i indifferent Circumftance neceffary to the due Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments, but only Things 

t of Neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame. 

an'wer. A varying in ſuch Things as belong 
to the very Eſſence and * of a Sacrament, is ſo 
far 
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tar from being an indifferent Ci 

IC 18 a changing the Thing itjel}. "os 22 — 
Being of Baptiſm, a Subject to whom it welt þ 
«cmuuftred, is neceflary z and a Mode of * 
ring, without which there cou'd not be any ſuch 
thing as Baptiſm, (take away theſe and you take 
away the Thing ) and, therefore, make a Chang- 
ju theſe, and you change Baptiſm into ſomething 
%; theſe Things being as neceſſary as Baptiſm 
itlelt, of which, if a profeſſing Believer be the on- 
ly true Subject, and Immeriing or Dipping i 

ö ping in 
Water be the ovly right Mode, then they are of 
Neceſſity requiſite to a due Adminiſtration of Bap- 
ctilſm: And it roundly follows, That the P ado-by- 
tiſt Churches do not anſwer what they themlelycs 
own, to be a true Deſcription of a viſible Church 
of Chrift. | 

1 hope, by this time, after all theſe Conceſſions, 
and what we gather from this Article, it is be- 
come an indiſputable and an undeniable Truth, 
That Baptiſm was adminiſtred by Immerſion, or Dipping 
in our Saviour's Time and bis Apoſtles : And that it 
was the univerſal Practice of the Church many Hu- 
dre Tears after, agreeable to the firſt Inſtitution. 
And if a Church of Chrift conſiſts of a Congregæ 
tion of Faithful Men, as the Article exprelly ſays, 
and not ot Infants, I need not contend for that, 
my Oppoſers ſo fairly and fully grant it me. 

, therefore, leave it to theConfideration of every 
Impartial Reader, Whether it be Reaſonable that 
an Unſcriptural and an Un warrantable Cuſtom ought 
to be preterr'd before a Precept of our Bleſſed Sxviour, 
the Prattice of bis Apoſtles, and the Prefadents of tie 
pureſt Ages, by any, who call themſclves Cr 
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